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Safeguarding is about ensuring that everyone is safe from harm / exploitation and feels safe in 

our school. Harm can take many form; bullying, abuse (physical / mental), neglect, 

discrimination and harassment. 

 

All our staff understand safeguarding to be of the highest importance and they know that their 

vigilance of the children and of the adults is critical. All staff and volunteers understand their 

responsibilities in being alert to the signs of abuse and their responsibility for referring any 

concerns to the Designated Safeguarding Lead (or in their absence the Deputy Safeguarding 

Lead). We are committed to the provision of child protection training for all our staff. 

 

Safeguarding issues are regularly discussed at Governors, Leadership Team and Staff 

Meetings and we work closely with a range of outside agencies, including Children’s Social 

Care. 

 

For more information please read our Safeguarding Policy (which can be accessed on our 

school website www.stillnessjs.lewisham.sch.uk). This policy applies to all staff, governors, 

professionals and volunteers working within our school. 
 

Please visit our school website for further safeguarding information 

Safeguarding is a process of making sure vulnerable children and young people are protected from being abused, neglected or 

exploited.  If you worried or concerned about a child and/or family please do not hesitate to email the school on 

kim@stillnessjs.lewisham.sch.uk.  Please be assured that all concerns will be treated with the utmost confidentiality. 

The consequences: 
 

Sending sexually explicit messages or images has the 

potential to cause problems for the person sending it 

and it can have serious consequences if the content is 

shared with others – either by people forwarding it on 

or uploading it on social media.  This could result in 

immediate consequences, possibly within the school 

environment and within their friendship group. 

 

Sending sexual images or videos of anyone under the 

age of 18, whether it be of yourself to a partner, is 

technically, in the eyes of the law, distributing an 

indecent image of a child.  This has legal 

consequences such as a criminal record and a young 

person’s name being placed on the sex offender 

register. 

 

What is sexting: 

 

Sexting generally refers to the sending of sexually explicit 

images or messages via text, social media or direct messaging.  

For example, this could be a picture of a boy or young man 

exposing himself or a young woman in a state of undress. 

 

There are many reasons why young people take these sorts of 

pictures and send them to someone else.  It could be that 

someone is looking to start a relationship with someone else 

that they want to show off.  They may have been pressured by 

someone, possibly the person they are sending it to, into 

sharing a sexual image of themselves. 

 

KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE IS 

EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY 

The background: 

Many young people today are comfortable with recording and 

sharing their lives on social media and area also used to seeing 

similar content from friends, celebrities and influencers. 

This content can include imagies of themselves, status updates and 

messaging friends or group chats.  While this “finger on the pulse, 

share all culture has some benefits, it can create an environment in 

which teenagers and young people make impulsive decisions 

without thinking through the possible consequences of their 

actions.   

Oftentimes, they are only a click away from doing something 

digitally that they would not consider doing in the real world 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What should I do if sexting affects my child: 
 

Explore the facts: 

Find out who the content was shared with initially, who it 

was passed on to, whether it was done maliciously or was 

a joke gone wrong. 

 

Contact the website or provider: 

Social networking sites should remove an image if asked. 

If the image has been shared via a mobile phone, contact 

the provider who should be able to provide you with a new 

number. Visit our report it page to get advice on how to 

report it on the most popular platforms. 

 

Contact Childline: 

If your child calls Childline and reports the image, 

Childline will work with an organisation called the 

Internet Watch Foundation to get all known copies of the 

image of your child removed from the internet. 

 

Call the school: 

Your child’s school will be able to help you deal with the 

repercussions and support your child at school. If the 

image has been shared with other children in the school 

they should have a process for dealing with it and will be 

able to help stop the image being shared any further. 

 

Report it: 

If you suspect the image has been shared with an adult, 

contact the Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

Centre (CEOP) who are the national policing lead for 

online child sexual exploitation. 

 

Where to go for help 

If you are concerned and need help to deal with the issue 

with your child, here is a list of organisations that can 

support you. 

• Internet Watch Foundation – provide support to 

removes explicit images or videos of children 

• Police helpline – 101 for non-emergency support  

• Parent Protect helpline 0808 1000 900  – works to 

prevent child abuse 

• Contact Childline online or 0800 1111 

 

Top tips: 

• Remind your child that once an image or 

video is sent, there is no getting it back.  

Stress to your child that once they have sent 

an image, or posted it online, they no longer 

have control of it and it could end up 

anywhere.  Ask them to think about how they 

would feel if their teachers, parents, or whole 

school saw it. 

 

• Make sure they take responsibility for 

their actions.  This includes what they choose 

to do if they receive a sexually explicit photo.  

Explain that if they do receive one, they need to 

delete it immediately.  Tell them why they 

should do this and the consequences of not 

doing so.  Also, make it clear to them what 

might happen if they send it.  It means that they 

are sharing indecent images of children, and 

lead to them getting into trouble with the 

police. 

 

• Talk to your children about sexting and the 

consequences.  Do not wait for something to 

happen.  It is not easy to talk about sex, dating 

and relationships with children, but it is better 

to discuss these matters before something 

serious happens. 

 

• Discuss the influence of peer pressure.  Peer 

pressure can be a powerful force.  Ensure your 

child knows that you understand that they 

could be persuaded or forced into sending 

something.  Talk to them about ways to resist 

peer pressure and making positive decisions.  

Make sure they understand that no matter how 

great the pressure becomes, the potential 

social humiliation and legal consequences 

could be far worse.  Let them know that they 

can talk to you about this pressure and ways 

to deal with it. 

 

Please help us and your child by ensuring their attendance remains above 96%, allowing 

them to achieve their potential 

If you think a child is in immediate danger, 

contact the police on 999. If you're worried about 

a child but they are not in immediate danger, you 

should share your concerns. 


