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Sketch-book covers and Fractal Patterns: At the start of the year, Y5 and Y6      

received sketch books which will continue to be used throughout the year. They 

are used to show the development of their ideas with designs and drawings, in 

preparation for bigger artworks, and also to experiment with new techniques. The 

children enthusiastically personalised the front cover of their sketch books with 

their names, and created a Surrealist-inspired design using collage (and old Na-

tional Geographic magazines!). The first assignment inside the sketch books was 

to create a Fractal Pattern design. Fractal patterns can be found throughout the        

natural world, and have inspired artists and designers for centuries. The children 

began their fractal pattern exercise by drawing an animal eye in the centre of 

their page. Their designs certainly are eye-catching! 



Op art and Wassily Kandinsky: In preparation to study the work of  the Russian artist  

Wassily Kandinsky, the Y4’s created a 3D pattern using ink, pen and chalk. (above) 

(This exercise was also inspired by the work of Op artist, Bridget Riley.)  This helped the 

children to learn to use rulers effectively and to develop a curved 3D pattern. The     

children then studied the paintings of Kandinsky, who was inspired by music in much of 

his work. This provided a good opportunity to do some cross-curricular work with    

music lessons. Portions of Rachmaninof’s Piano Concerto No. 2 were played to the 

children as they drew and planned their paintings. (It was a very relaxing art lesson!) 

Please see some of the children’s current work in progress below. 

Wassily Kandinsky 



The Y5’s and Y6’s have been preparing a special ’environmental installation’ which 

will appear near the front entrance of the school within the next month. Keep your 

eyes peeled for some amazing 3D artwork! 

In Y3 the children have been studying Cave Art and in their first lesson they drew with char-

coal on a piece of paper on the underside of their tables, with the window blinds down and 

the lights switched off! This gave them a taste of the difficulties of painting in a dark cave on a 

textured surface. In the following lessons they employed their drawing in a ’time capsule’ pro-

ject. The children have used recycled DVD boxes and inserted their drawings as a cover for the 

box. Next they  created a textured surface inside the box, with cardboard, and painted their 

favourite food onto this. (Much like the early cave artists did).  In the final exercise the chil-

dren will draw their favourite animal (or pet) into the round space where the DVD goes. 


