
 

Instrumental lessons and current tutors 

We are pleased to welcome back four of our tutors this year.  

Valerie Catley teaching keyboard    Monday am                 
             and clarinet   Monday pm 

Murray Anderson teaching drums   Tuesday am. 

Andrew Liddell teaching flute      Thursday am. 

Mat Lomas teaching guitar       Friday pm. 

 

We have a new violin tutor, Matthew Holborn, who is 
teaching on Thursday afternoons. 

We currently have approximately 130 children learning 
instruments in school, with many others learning with tutors 
outside school. 
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One of the highlights of 2022 was taking a group of musicians 

to play for the infants at an assembly. We were all blown away 

by the talent displayed by these children. This image presents a 

lively, happy and motivated group who are great ambassadors 

for Stillness Juniors Music Department. 

Musicians performing to the Infants 

Music assemblies online 

 

We have decided, for the time being, to continue with our popular music assemblies online. 

We invite parents of children who have volunteered to perform to join us on zoom. Many chil-

dren are able to perform in the safe space of the music room without feeling intimidated by a 

big audience. They are heard remotely by a very large audience, including parents who may 

be at work and able to log in for the half hour from their desks, or who may find it convenient 

to watch from home. We also welcome grandparents and other members of the family. 

These assemblies are not intended to be polished performances; although some children do 

perform a well-rehearsed piece there are others who like to share what they are learning, or 

to sing a song they have composed, in an informal atmosphere. Formal concerts in the 

school hall later in the year provide a different performance experience, but our assemblies 

give opportunities to all enthusiastic musicians and vocalists. 



 

This year’s Upper School Choir are the most enthusiastic group! They love 

performing, singing solo and harmonising in groups. They are currently 

writing a song to perform at ‘The Big Sing’ at St Dunstan’s in June.  

Other trips we have taken are listed below, including some plans for later in 

the term. 

 

Alexandra Nursing Home—singing and playing to residents. 

Brockley Jack, singing at the Christmas lights switch-on. 

Blackheath Halls, Turning of the Year concert. 

End of term concert in school during last week of term. 

The Big Sing at St Dunstan’s in Catford in June. 

 

Choir Trips 



Concerts at Stillness 

Following on from our fun Christmas concerts which we presented online, we are 

pleased to announce that we will be returning to in-person concerts starting with 

year-group concerts at Easter. This will give the children experience of performing 

to a live, in-person audience and will allow parents the opportunity to enjoy face-to-

face performances. We will also include a short performance from the Choir. 

The dates are as follows:- 

Tuesday 28th March    Y5      9.15am—10.15am 

Tuesday 28th March    Y6      2.15pm—3.15pm 

Wednesday 29th March   Y3    9.15am—10.15am 

Wednesday 29th March  Y4    2.15pm—3.15pm  

Wednesday 29th March   Choir 4pm—4.20pm 

 

Class Music 

All classes are creating music based around the topics they study in 

class. This term we are covering the Tudors, Mayans, Vikings and Ro-

mans. We are especially focussing on composition (song-writing) and 

accompanying our songs with pitched and unpitched percussion and 

with instruments the children are learning, and we are creating ostina-

to patterns for our songs. The older children combine flutes, guitars, 

clarinets and violins with the singing; the younger ones percussion 

and xylophones. 

 

 

Y3 Ukulele 

The Y3 children continue to learn chords and patterns on the ukuleles while 

they sing along to what they are playing. They are a very enthusiastic year 

group and will certainly be performing to a high standard in the Summer Term 

when we have our in-person ukulele concerts for the parents. 



A Final Note 

A special mention to four of our students who have achieved 

above and beyond musical expectations. 

Arinze Obi who has been selected to perform on the main stage at 

the Royal Opera House. He is attending regular workshops at the 

Opera House in preparation for this. 

Daisy Bryant who is performing on the West End stage, a simply 

staggering achievement at the age of 10!! 

Finally, Sebi Schwab and Gus Wurmel play their violins in a way 

that takes me far back to Yehudi Menuhin and Stephane Grappelli. 

Again, a marvellous achievement at such a young age. 

 


