
 

 

 

9 November 2023 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers of our Y3 Children 

 

Thank you to those parents who attended the meeting last night regarding the class mix of 

Gladiator, Brightling and Netherby. We appreciate every opportunity to connect with the 

parents and welcomed the time together. If you were unable to attend the meeting I have 

provided answers below to the most commonly asked questions from the meeting. However, 

if your particular question has not been answered here then please do not hesitate to reach out 

to us. 

 

What is the rationale for this decision? 

We feel that the current Y3 children will benefit from being mixed so that there is an even 

balance in regards to ability, gender, behaviour and friendships. Now that we have had some 

time to observe the cohort in full, we have combined the insights from our teachers with the 

information shared with us from the Infant School and feel it is most beneficial (though not 

ideal) to mix the cohort at the start of the spring term rather than waiting until the start of Y4.  

 

Has this been done in-year before?   

Yes, we collapsed our 3 x Y5 classes into 2 classes in May.  They have successfully moved 

up into Y6 as 2 classes. 

 

Has an in-year mix been done to a class affected by Covid disruption? 

Yes, an in-year mix has been done before to a class affected by Covid. 

 

What are the plans for supporting the children for the transition?    
We are planning to do this as thoughtfully as possible. We have reached out to the Infant 

school to ask for their support and insights on how best to mix the classes.  We have also 

gathered feedback from the Junior teachers and will be taking into account the children’s 

desires to be grouped with established friends after the mix. We also want you and the 

children to continue to utilise the Wellbeing Box in school and on the school website.  Mrs 

Kelly, our Learning Mentor, will continue to offer drop-in sessions for the children to visit 

her after the mix. 

   



How will you measure the impact of this change in terms of the children’s’ wellbeing?  

There will be PSHE lessons on friendship and learning partners.  In addition there will be 

playground observations and planned activities. 

 

Will the Y3 teachers remain the same?   
Yes, however Miss Valcin has currently been signed off sick. 

 

Will the current 3 classes only be a temporary measure and will there be 2 classes when 

the children move into Y4?   
This will depend entirely on the roll numbers at the end of Y3 – start of Y4. 

 

Will the children keep the roles they have been given and the house they have been 

allocated to? 

Yes these will remain the same. 

 

Please be assured that we are doing everything possible to ensure a smooth transition and that 

we appreciate your understanding during this period.   

  

Thank you for your support. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Mrs M Nichol 

Headteacher 

 


