
Spring Term Newsletter 2024 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and you are pumped and excited about the Spring Term. Autumn Term 
was full with lots of enriching learning and our aim is to continue to create an inspiring learning environment 
inside school as well as on fun-filled trips and workshops. 
 
If you have any queries or concerns you can contact the Y5 team on the following email address: 
y5@stillnessjs.lewisham.sch.uk 

Topic 
Welcome to Mexico! Get ready to 
explore this unique country, from its 
towering temples and stunning 
geography to its pulsing rhythms and fun 
festivals. Are your ready to dance?  
 
We will then be discovering the 
mysterious world of the ancient Mayan 
civilisation and the tale of the Mayan 
Creation Story.  
 
We also plan to dress up and get into 
character where we will then learn how 
to make their hot chocolate and give it a 
taste – beware it may be hot! We will 
then learn their poetry, play their ball 
game pok-ta-pok as well as follow some 
of their rituals and make a pinata! 
 
Hold on tight and get ready to explore all 
things Mexico! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths 
During this term, we will be looking 
at multiplication and division, 
fractions and decimals and 
percentages. Throughout the 
Spring Term, we will also be 
recapping and plugging any gaps 
we identified from our Autumn 
Assessments. 

We loved the excitement TT 
Rockstars brought to the Autumn 
Term and we hope this will 
continue throughout the Spring 
Term and beyond. By the end of 
the year, our expectation is that 
your child will know all their times 
tables by rote and be able to 
answer questions in under 2 
seconds. Knowing the times tables 
(and their associated division 
facts) supports mathematical 
learning and understanding and 
those children who have a strong 
grasp of them tend to be more 
self-assured when learning new 
concepts. 
 
If you need any further support, 
you can head over to White Rose, 
which is the scheme of work we 
follow at school.  

English 
English this term, starts 
with a journey tale set in 
Mexico featuring Akna a 
mother living poor whose 
dream is to send her child 
to school. When she hears 
of some golden bricks in 
the mountains, her 
adventure will take us 
through the Mexican 
jungle facing many 
obstacles along the way. 
Next, as part of our Talk 
for Writing units we will 
look at a persuasive text, 
which will discuss If a 
Native American Burial 
Ground should have been 
allowed to become a 
shopping centre? After 
that we will be doing some 
poetry where it is times to 
get excited and write a 
poem of your own. Lastly, 
to end the term we will 
look at our Suspense text, 
Francis, which will raise 
the hairs on your neck as 
you are left wondering 
what happened to poor 
Francis? 
 
Alongside T4W, we will be 
teaching a variety of 
grammar lessons, 
including prefixes and 
suffixes, recognising and 
using relative clauses as 
well as how to show 
degrees of possibility 
using modal verbs.  
 
We have rotated around 
our Guided Reading 
books, so please ask your 
child what they are reading 
next!  
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Routines and Reminders 
PE days – PE will be on a Monday and this will be with either one of the class teachers or with a specialist 
coach. During Spring 1 we will be going swimming. This is a 10 day intense swimming course, so your child 
will be swimming every day for 10 days. 
 
Grieson – 26th February – 7th March 
Gabriel – 11th March – 21st March 
 
For the rest of Spring 1 your child will be playing ball games. In Autumn 2, we will then be doing Athletics.  
Children should come to school in their school tracksuit, a white t-shirt and black trainers (if you do not have 
a school tracksuit please make sure the children are wearing plain black or navy sportswear and not 
fashioned tracksuit). 

Homework  
Weekly spellings: These can be found on the school website (under the main heading Curriculum and 
Assessment and drop down to English) and the children will be tested every Friday.  
Daily reading: We ask that all children read for 20-30 mins daily. This will have a huge impact on their 
learning across the curriculum. Please encourage your child to read a variety of genres and include non-
fiction texts. Reading with your child, or asking comprehension questions on the texts they have read is also 
another good way to boost their skills.  
Times Tables Rock Stars: We are encouraging all children to play Studio, 10 times per session. Once 
they have completed this, many children say they like to play Festival or Arena, which allows them to 
complete against any member of the school who is currently online. Additionally, children could send their 
friends Rockslams – this is a way to challenge their skills. We recommend no more than 15 minutes a day 
to limit screen time. 
Google Classroom: If you wish to do some extra work with your child at home then you can head over to 
Google Classroom where there will be Maths, English and/or SPAG and sometimes Comprehension 
practise.. The homework usually relates to the learning we have done that week or a focus we have 
identified.  
 
Topic Project: As part of our Hola Mexico! Topic, we would like the children to get creative. Why not try 
making musical instruments – simple drums, guitars, shakers – from everyday household objects, like 
plastic bottles, elastic bands, and rice, or make a typical Mexican dish, such as guacamole or tacos at 
home, taking photos as you go ready to explain how you made the dish, or you could design and build a 
Maya temple using junk materials, such as cardboard boxes, newspaper and card. If these don’t tickle your 
fancy and you have an idea of your own, that you want to showcase, speak to your class teacher. 

What else will be happening in the Curriculum? 
RE 
During our RE lessons in Spring, we will be focussing on Hinduism and pilgrimage.  
PSHE 
As part of our PSHE topic, we will be looking at Dreams and Goals and Healthy Choices. 
Art &DT 

Mr Hayn will be focusing on Mayan art where they will be making Mayan celebratory and funerary masks 
to support our Topic Hola Mexico! Then in D&T, we will be making Mexican musical instruments. 

Music 
In Music, will be focussing on rhythm and beat work. The children will be reading from graphic scores 
(pictures of sound), standard notation, incorporating listening, playing as an ensemble, improvising and 
composing. They will be singing songs and re-tuning their ears and vocal chords. 
Spanish 
In Spanish, we will be looking at features on the human body and describing animals. 
Our Science topic is Living things and their habitats. Within this unit, we will study Naturalist including David 
Attenborough and Jane Goodall. We will take a deep look into Metamorphosis and conclude with a human 
timeline and gestation periods. In Spring 2, we will investigate Animals, including humans.  
Computing 
During Spring 1, children will look at Radio, where we will teach the children how to use Twisted Waves, a 
software to use, as an introduction to sound recording, where they will learn how to select and record their 
own podcast about something they are passionate about. They will then learn about advertising - how they 
can promote a podcast and the importance of advertising in radio. Finally in Spring 2, the children will look 
at online 3D modelling. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
How to help your child 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Educational Visits in Y5 this term 
Our trip to Horniman Museum helped to support our Science unit and learn more about habitats ready for 
the children to design their own. In house we will have an NSPCC Speak Out & Stay Safe workshop also 
which will remind the children how to be safe online and out in the open. This term is also the time for our 
10-day intense swimming.  

 


