
 English - Writing  

Every T4W unit begins with the children completing a cold write. This is an opportunity for the children to showcase what they already know about the genre 
and they will be set a short-term target by their teacher. The T4W unit will be taught in three stages; the imitation stage, the innovation stage and the 
independent application stage. Within each unit, the children will have opportunities to complete a range of short-burst writing activities such as letters, 
diaries, blogs, newspapers, poems etc. At the end of the unit, the children will complete a hot write. This will showcase the progress the child has made in the 
genre and the teacher will assess if the short-term target has been achieved.  

 

Y4 - Autumn Term 
 

 
Genre 

Non-Fiction Fiction Non- Fiction Poetry 
T4W - Persuasion Text T4W - Fantasy Story T4W - Biography Text T4W - Limerick Poems 

 
Our class 

toolkit is… 

 

•  Title 

•  Subheadings 

•  Introduction 

•  Information and facts  

•  Pictures  

•  Persuade or inform 

•  Exaggerated language 

•  Technical vocabulary   
 specific to the topic 

•  Positive reviews 

•  Non-chronological order 
 

 

•  Introduce the characters  
 and setting  

•  Magical elements 

•  Dialogue to advance the  
 plot 

•  Expanded noun phrases 
•  Figurative language 
(similes, metaphors, 
alliteration and 
personification) 

•  Short sentences for effect 

•  Character feelings shown  
 through actions 
 

 

•  Title 

•  Subheadings 

•  Chronological order 

•  Information and facts  

•  Technical vocabulary 
specific  
 to the topic 

•  Descriptive language  

•  Pictures and captions 

 

•  Humorous  

•  Line breaks 

•  5 lines long 

•  Lines 1, 2 and 5 rhyme  

•  Lines 1, 2 and 5 have three  
 beats to their rhythm 

•  Lines 3 and 4 rhyme  

•  Lines 3 and 4 have two  
 beats to their rhythm 

•  The last line contains the  
 ‘punch line’. 
 

 
Our outcome 

is… 
 

 

The children will produce 
their own persuasive leaflet 

 

 

The children will write their 
own story about an object 

coming alive 
 

 

The children will write a 
biography about a significant 

person 
 

 

The children will write and 
perform their own poem. 



 English - Writing  

 

 

 

Y4 - Spring Term 
 

 
Genre 

Fiction Poetry Non-Fiction  Fiction 
T4W - Character description Kenning Poems Recount Text T4W - A story from another 

culture 
 

Our class 
toolkit is… 

 

•  Vivid description about 
the character’s appearance 
and personality 

•  Expanded noun phrases 

•  Figurative language 
(similes, metaphors, 
alliteration and 
personification) 

•  Prepositional phrases 

•  A wide range of sentence 
starters 

 

•  Line breaks 

•  Nouns 

•  Verbs 

•  Describes what a person, 
idea or object does 

•  Does not mention the  
 person, ideas or object that    
 it is about 

•  Uses –er or –ing words as 
the second word on each 
line. 

 

• Headline 

• Chronological Order 

• Introduction 

• Answer the 5Ws 

• Information and facts  

• Past tense 

• Pictures and captions 

• Technical vocabulary 
specific to the topic 
 

 

• Elements from another 
culture introduced through 
the story (traditions, 
objects, clothes, food, 
religion, languages etc.) 

• Words and phrases 
specifically describing 
another culture 

•  Dialogue to advance the 
plot 

•  Expanded noun phrases 

•  Figurative language 
(similes, metaphors and 
personification) 

•  Short sentences for effect 
 

 
Our 

outcome is… 
 

 

The children will write their 
own character description 

 

The children will write and 
perform their own poem. 

  

The children will 
collaboratively create a Y4 

newspaper 
 

 

The children will write their 
own Viking saga 
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Y4 - Summer Term 
 

 
Genre 

Fiction Non-Fiction Fiction  Poetry 
T4W - 1st Person Narrative T4W - Discussion Text T4W - Play Script Tetractys Poems 

 
Our class 

toolkit is… 

 

• Written in first person 

• Character shares opinion 
through speech and 
thoughts 

• Character feelings shown 
through actions 

• Dialogue to advance the 
plot 

• Expanded noun phrases 

• Figurative language 
(similes, metaphors and 
personification) 

• Short sentences for effect 
• A wide range of sentence 

starters 

 

• Greeting appropriate to 
the audience 

• Outline the purpose of the 
speech  

• Formal language 

• Written in first person 

• Information and facts to 
support points 

• Directly address the 
audience 

• Rhetorical devices used 
throughout 

• Snappy conclusion with a 
call to action 
 

 

• Title 

• Acts/Scenes 

• Brief setting description 

• Character and prop list 

• Stage directions in 
brackets 

• Names before dialogue 

• Spaces between different 
characters dialogue 

• No inverted commas 

•  Adverbs in brackets 

•  Clear plot outline 
 

 

•  Line breaks 

•  5 lines with a specific 
syllable pattern 1 – 2 – 3 – 4 
– 10  

•  Written like a short 
explanation or story 

•  Centred around one 
theme 

 

 
Our 

outcome is… 
 

 

The children will write their 
own narrative from a 1st 

person perspective. 
 

 

The children will write and 
perform a speech. 

 

The children will 
collaboratively write and 
perform their own plays. 

 

The children will write and 
perform their own poem. 


